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MEMO 
 

Date: May 25, 2021 

To: Courtney Kashima AICP, Interim Community Development Director, Village of Riverside 

 Michael Horsting AICP, Project Manager, RTA 

From: Todd Vanadilok AICP, Principal Planner, Egret & Ox Planning 

Kon Savoy AICP, President, Savoy Consulting Group 

Re: Initial Draft Sign Code Amendments [SUMMARY MEMO 2 OF 2] 

 

 

The overall objective of this project is “to amend the existing [Zoning] Code in a manner that further promotes 

walkability and transit-oriented development (TOD)” in the Riverside Central Business District (CBD) and to prepare 

the Harlem Avenue Corridor, within Village boundaries, for future rapid transit service known as Pace Pulse,” per 

the RFP.  In addition to meeting this objective, the proposed Zoning Code amendments responds to a broader set 

of zoning issues identified at the start of the project via the project’s original RFP and preliminary discussions with 

Village staff and the Steering Committee.  The final product will be an updated Zoning Code that advances a built 

environment that advances compact, mixed use development and supports transit, walkability, and bikeability. 

 

As summary memo 2 of 2 outlining the initial draft code amendments, this memo highlights the proposed 

amendments to the Riverside Sign Code, which is a separate chapter of the Village’s overall Municipal Code and is 

included as part of this zoning review process.  The red-lined Sign Code is provided as an Appendix to this memo. 

 

Updated Sign Graphics 

This initial draft of the proposed Sign Code amendments focuses on updating the requirements and standards 

defined in the code.  In addition to refinements to the proposed Sign Code amendments, the next draft will 

integrate updated graphics to improve the legibility of illustrations that clearly visualize zoning concepts in a user-

friendly format.  A few updated zoning graphics are shown on pages 10-11 of the red-lined Sign Code in the 

Appendix to illustrate the clarity and style of the graphics. 

 

Next Steps 

Next steps include a review of this summary memo and initial draft Zoning Code and Sign Code amendments by 

Village and RTA staff.  The memo and amendments will then be reviewed by the Steering Committee, which will 

include Metra and Pace.  These materials will then be presented to the Planning and Zoning Commission and 

Village Board to keep them apprised of this zoning review process and provide opportunities for potential policy 

discussions.  A secondary round of review and refinements will follow before the final review and approval process.  

The consultants will coordinate with Village staff to present draft materials to the public for review and feedback. 
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Draft Sign Code Amendments 

Proposed amendments primarily focus on bringing the Sign Code in compliance with the 2015 landmark U.S. 

Supreme Court decision on the Reed v. Town of Gilbert case regarding content-based restrictions on signs.  Other 

amendments generally help to clarify various Sign Code elements, such as cross references between different parts 

of the code, measurement of sign height, encroachment of canopies, etc.  Many of the proposed amendments are 

in direct response to comments received from Village staff and the Steering Committee. 

 

The red-lined Sign Code is provided as an Appendix to this memo. 

 

Table of Proposed Sign Code Amendments: To facilitate convenient review of this summary memo in conjunction 

with the red-lined Sign Code, please click on the Section # in the far left-hand column to jump to the 

corresponding section in the red-lined Sign Code to review the proposed amendments. 

 

Section # Topic Proposed Amendment 

   

Chapter 3: Signs 

Overview: Proposed amendments primarily focus on bringing the Sign Code in compliance with the 2015 

landmark U.S. Supreme Court decision on the Reed v. Town of Gilbert case regarding content-based restrictions 

on signs.  Other amendments generally help to clarify various Sign Code elements, such as cross references 

between different parts of the code, measurement of sign height, encroachment of canopies, etc. 

4-3-2 
CLICK TO JUMP 

TO SECTION 

Criteria Clarified the intent of the Sign Code is to allow for all forms of 

speech and not regulate signs based on content, in compliance with 

the Reed v. Town of Gilbert court decision on content-based 

restrictions on signs 

4-3-3 
CLICK TO JUMP 

TO SECTION 

Definitions Clarified, consolidated, or added definitions of common signage 

terms, including the suggestion to add graphics to illustrate certain 

signage concepts 

4-3-4 
CLICK TO JUMP 

TO SECTION 

Exempt Signs Revised language to remove regulations based on specific content 

and ensure signs are content neutral 

 

Clarified cross references to other sections of the Sign Code 

4-3-5 
CLICK TO JUMP 

TO SECTION 

Prohibited Signs Revised language to remove regulations based on specific content 

and ensure signs are content neutral 

 

Eliminated box signs 

4-3-7 
CLICK TO JUMP 

TO SECTION 

Sign Area and Height 

Computations 

Clarified method to measure sign height 

 

Added new graphics to illustrate certain signage concepts 

4-3-10 
CLICK TO JUMP 

TO SECTION 

Limited Use of Park Areas 

for Signs 

Revised language to remove regulations based on specific content 

and ensure signs are content neutral 

4-3-11 
CLICK TO JUMP 

TO SECTION 

Nonconforming Signs Recommended the establishment of a timeframe for removal of a 

nonconforming sign 

 

4-3-13 
CLICK TO JUMP 

TO SECTION 

Sign Controls in the B2 

District 

Added projecting signs to certain regulations 
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Section # Topic Proposed Amendment 

Revised language for temporary signs to remove regulations based 

on specific content and ensure signs are content neutral 

4-3-14 
CLICK TO JUMP 

TO SECTION 

Sign Controls in the B1 

District 

Revised language to eliminate the common practice of illumination 

of the entire face of a canopy on all sides, which helps to reduce 

glare and unnecessary light pollution 

 

Updated Table 2: B1 Zoning District Sign Standards: 

 Limited height of wall signs on multi-story buildings 

 Recommended the elimination of pole signs, particularly 

when the use of a monument sign is feasible, for districts 

along Harlem Avenue to support a pedestrian-oriented 

corridor 

 

Clarified cross references to other sections of the Sign Code, 

including standards regarding projecting signs 

 

Clarified that free-standing canopies shall not extend or encroach 

into the public right-of-way 
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RIVERSIDE ZONING ORDINANCE UPDATE 
4.22.2021 

  

CHAPTER 3 
SIGNS 
 
SECTION: 
4-3-1: Purpose 
4-3-2: Criteria 
4-3-3: Definitions 
4-3-4: Exempt Signs 
4-3-5: Prohibited Signs 
4-3-6: Permit Required; Application; Insurance; License 
4-3-7: Sign Area And Height Computations 
4-3-8: Sign Controls For The Residential Districts 
4-3-9: General Standards And Construction Requirements 
4-3-10: Limited Use Of Park Areas For Signs 
4-3-11: Nonconforming Signs 
4-3-12: Enforcement And Penalty 
4-3-13: Sign Controls In The B2 District 
4-3-14: Sign Controls In The B1 District 
4-3-15: Electronic Reader Board Signs 
4-3-16: Variations 
 
4-3-1: PURPOSE: 
Signs are an ever ever-present visible element in the environment and, as such, bear a significant 
relationship to the architectural and historic character of the Village. These regulations seek to 
accomplish the following purposes: 
   (A)   To balance the need to protect the public safety and welfare, the need for a well maintained 
and attractive community, in keeping with the architectural and historic character of the Village, 
and the need for effective identification, communication, and advertising; 
   (B)   To reduce visual confusion, restrict signs which overload the public's capacity to receive 
information and which increase the probability of accidents by distracting attention, obscuring 
vision, or otherwise negatively affecting the public health, safety, and welfare; 
   (C)   To provide minimum requirements for the design, location, erection, installation, and 
maintenance of signs; 
   (D)   To allow and promote positive conditions for sign communication; 
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   (E)   To reflect and support the desired ambienceambiance, architectural and historic nature of 
the various business and other zoning districts within the Village; and 
   (F)   To ensure the constitutionally guaranteed right of free expression is protected. (Ord. 2874, 4-
16-2015) 
 
4-3-2: CRITERIA: 
Signs within the Village shall meet the following general criteria: 
   (A)   Signs and graphics shall have a harmonious relationship to the building to which they relate 
and the architectural and historical character of the surrounding area and the Village, in terms of 
size, shape, materials, color, texture, lettering, arrangement, lighting and the like. 
   (B)   Projects which include a number of signs and graphics shall have an overall and meaningful 
plan and continuity. 
   (C)   The amount of information contained on any sign or group of signs shall be limited so that 
the total result is a clear and readable design. 
   (D)   Colors shall be used with restraint and excessive brightness shall be avoided. 
   (E)   Lighting shall be arranged so that the light source does not constitute a hazard or an 
annoyance to the public. (Ord. 2874, 4-16-2015) 
 Substitution Clause. To the extent the regulations of this Chapter 3 permit commercial signs, 
such regulations are also to permit non-commercial signs. 

1.   No Discrimination Against Non-Commercial Signs or Speech.  The owner of any legal sign 
may substitute non-commercial copy within the allowable sign copy area of the sign in lieu of 
any other commercial or non-commercial copy in accordance with the following:   

 a. The substitution of copy must adhere to all applicable Village codes and may be executed 
without any additional approval or permitting from the Village. 
 b. The purpose of this provision is to prevent any inadvertent favoring of commercial 
speech over non-commercial speech or favoring of any particular non-commercial message over 
any other non-commercial message. 
 c. This provision does not create a right to increase the total amount of signage on a parcel 
or allow the substitution of an off-site commercial message in place of an on-site commercial 
message. 
 
4-3-3: DEFINITIONS: 
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply: 
AWNING: A fabric, plastic, metal or other structural protective covers which extends over a building 
entrance, window or walkway in order to provide protection from the elements. Awnings are 
supported from the walls of a structure. 
AWNING SIGN: A sign that is mounted, painted, or otherwise applied on or attached to an awning. 
BANNER SIGN: Any cloth, bunting, plastic, paper, or similar material used for advertising or 
identification purposes attached to any structure. 
BLADE SIGN: A small pedestrian pedestrian-oriented sign that projects perpendicularly from a 

structure. 

Commented [KS1]: Clarifies the intend of the code not 
to regulate signs based on content.  Allows for all forms of 
speech. 

Commented [KS2]: Add graphic 
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BOX OR CABINET SIGN: A sign that contains all the text and/or logo symbols within a single 
enclosed cabinet and which may or may not be illuminated. 
CANOPY: A fabric, plastic, metal or other structural protective covers which extends over a building 
entrance, window or walkway in order to provide protection from the elements, or as commonly 
found over outdoor eating areas, gasoline service station service areas and other drive drive-
through facilities. Canopies are supported from the ground, deck or floor. Canopies may be attached 
to and receive support from the wall of a structure, or be freestanding. 
CANOPY SIGN: A sign that is mounted, painted, or otherwise applied on or attached to a canopy. 
COPY: The wording or symbols on a sign surface, either in permanent or changing letter form. 
DIRECTORY SIGN: A sign listing the names and locations of businesses within a building that does 
not have first first-floor frontage, or a sign displaying announcements which that direct attention to 
a public charitable or religious facility located on the lot of such facilityfacilities. 
ENTRY SIGN: A sign located over an entry to a business that does not face a public street, is not 
visible from a public street and is intended to allow access to the business from a parking lot or 
walkway. 
EXEMPT SIGN: A sign which, due to its small size or unobtrusive nature, is not regulated by this 
chapter. "Exempt signs" are specifically listed within this chapter. 
EXTERNAL ILLUMINATION: Illumination of a sign by a source of light not contained within the sign 
itself. 
GRADE, NATURAL:  The preconstruction elevation at the level of the street closest to the sign to 
which the sign is oriented, measured at the street's centerline. Notwithstanding the foregoing, if the 
sign is located not less than 75 feet from the right-of-way, "grade" shall mean the average ground 
elevation of the lot on which the sign is located.   
GROUND SIGN: A sign erected in or resting upon the ground and mounted on self-supporting 
structures not attached to a building. 
IDENTIFICATION SIGN: A sign directing attention to the name of an office, institution, multiple-
family building, business, product, service or activity conducted or sold on the lot where the sign is 
displayed, and classified as to design and structure as an awning, canopy, monument, projecting, 
wall, or window sign. 
ILLUMINATED SIGN: A sign which emanates or receives light transmitted either internally or 
externally. 
INDIVIDUAL LETTER SIGN: A sign made of individual letters or graphics that is mounted directly on 
the wall of a building. 
INSTRUCTIONAL SIGN: A sign notifying or instructing the public as to limitations or regulations 
relating to designated uses of certain parcels of property or public or private streets or rights-of-
way. 
INTERNAL ILLUMINATION: Illumination of a sign by a source of light which that is contained within 
the sign itself. 
MONUMENT SIGN: A ground sign for which the base/supports on all sides are one hundred percent 
(100%) in contact with the ground and whose width of the base is at least as wide as the width of 
the top of the sign. 

Commented [KS3]: Add graphic 

Commented [KS4]: The definition clarifies how to 
determine the natural grade which used to establish the 
allowable height of a sign. 

Commented [KS5]: Add graphic 
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MULTIPLE-FAMILY IDENTIFICATION SIGN: A sign identifying a multi- family residential building by 
its name, address and/or name of its owner or manager. 
NAMEPLATE: A small, wall wall-mounted, nonelectronic sign no more than four inches (4") in 
depth identifying a business or occupant located on the premises on which the sign is located. 
NEON SIGN: An illuminated sign consisting of a neon tube which that is bent to form letters, 
symbols, or other shapes, or in which some other device is used to simulate a neon tube and neon 
tube illumination. This definition also applies to "neon tubing", "neon window sign", and "neon 
window lighting". 
OFF PREMISES SIGN: A sign which advertises or otherwise relates to goods, services, or facilities 
which that are not available on the premises where the sign is located. This definition includes (but 
is not limited to) billboards. 
PARKING CONTROL SIGN: A sign which identifies parking lot entry and exit driveways and/or 
provides traffic flow control information within a parking lot. 
PERMANENT SIGN: Any sign except an exempt sign and a temporary sign as listed in this chapter. 
Such signs are intended to be used indefinitely, or used indefinitely without change in the same 
state or place. 
PERMANENT WINDOW SIGN: A window sign, installed as a secondary sign within six feet (6') of the 
window, constructed of permanent materials for which a sign permit has been issued. , and which 
identifies the business or otherwise suggests that the information conveyed is of a permanent 
character. 
POLE SIGN: A ground sign which is not a monument sign or pylon sign and is supported by a one or 
more free-standing, exposed poles and which is independent of a building or other supporting 
structure. 
PROJECTING SIGN: A sign which is suspended from, or is supported by, a building or wall and which 
projects more than twelve inches (12") from the face of the building or wall. 
PYLON SIGN: A ground sign permanently affixed to the ground by supports, but not having the 
appearance of a solid base.  A freestanding ground sign with a support structure similar to pole 
signs, but enclosed by a cover. The defining feature of a pylon sign is typically its rigid face, 
supported by either one or two metal poles extending to the ground. 
READER BOARD: Any sign that provides for a changeable message either through the use of 
individual changeable letters or some other means such as an electronically displayed message. 
Manual, digital or LED displays of fuel prices shall not be considered to be reader board signs. 
ROOF SIGN: A sign erected or maintained in whole or in part upon or over the roof of a building. 
SANDWICH BOARD SIGN: A two (2) sided movable sign which opens at the bottom and is joined at 
the top and which is intended to be placed on the ground. 
SECONDARY SIGN: A sign intended primarily for viewing by pedestrian traffic, displayed as a 
window sign or window display or a canopy or awning sign. 
SIGN: Any object, device, display or structure, or part thereof, which is used to advertise, identify, 
display, direct or attract attention to an object, person, institution, organization, business, product, 
service, event, or location by any means including words, letters, figures, designs, symbols, fixtures, 
colors or illumination whether affixed to a building or separate from any building. 

Commented [KS6]: This definition is repetitive to the 
definition of Identification Sign above. 

Commented [KS7]: This definition is repetitive as it is 
already covered in the more general definition for 
instructional signs above. 

Commented [KS8]: Change ties this type of sign to a 
permit issued by the Village, similar to other types of 
permanent signs.  Removes reference to regulation of 
content. 

Commented [KS9]: Need to better distinguish this type 
of sign from a monument sign.  Add graphic 

Commented [KS10]: The 12” standard in this definition 
conflicts with allowances for projecting signs to project 2 
or more feet from a building façade.  Add graphic 

Commented [KS11]: Need to clarify the distinction with 
monument signs.  Add graphic 
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SIGN AREA: See section 4-3-7 of this chapter. 
SIGN HEIGHT: See section 4-3-7 of this chapter. 
SIGN STRUCTURE: The sign and all parts associated with its mounting. 
SIGN SUPPORTS: All structural features by which a sign is held up, including, for example, poles, 
braces, guys, and anchors. 
SIGN SURFACE AREA: The area within any perimeter enclosing the limits of lettering, emblems or 
other figures on a sign, together with any material or color forming an integral part of the display or 
used to differentiate the sign from the background against which it is placed. Structural members 
bearing no sign copy shall not be included in a sign's surface area. 
SILHOUETTE ILLUMINATION: Internal illumination of a sign that casts or reflects light behind the 
sign so as to create a silhouette or halo around the outer perimeter of the sign. Sometimes referred 
to as "halo" illumination. 
TEMPORARY SIGN: A sign which is intended to be displayed for a limited time only. Such signs 
include, but are not limited to, real estate signs, political signs, special event signs, holiday 
decorations and construction signs. Temporary signs, other than political signs in residential zoning 
districts, shall be removed within seven (7) days after their purpose has been fulfilled (e.g., 
property sold, construction completed, political election, etc.). 
TEMPORARY WINDOW SIGN: A temporary sign attached to the window or as a window display 
which describes one or more products or services and/or the prices of one or more products or 
services available at the premises at which the sign is displayed and which suggests that the 
information conveyed is not of a permanent character. 
WALL SIGN: A sign painted upon, or attached to and supported by the outside surface of a wall of a 
building or structure in a plane parallel to that of the supporting wall. 
WINDOW DISPLAY SIGN: One or more signs in a display window which are incorporated with a 
display or merchandise or relating to services offered but which are not affixed to any window. 
WINDOW SIGN: A sign which is affixed to or in contact with, or within six feet (6') of a window or 
the glass surface of a door, and is visible from the public street. (Ord. 2874, 4-16-2015; amd. Ord. 
2967, 9-21-2017) 
 
4-3-4: EXEMPT SIGNS: 
The following signs shall not be subject to section 4-3-6 of this chapter: 
   (A)   The sign of a physician, surgeon, other professional practitioner, or other hHome occupation 
sign giving the name and profession or business, not more than two (2) square feet in area and 
affixed to, and parallel with, the wall of the main residence building. 
   (B)   A church or public electronic reader board not exceeding twenty (20) square feet in area 
operated by a public or private institution organized as a not-for-profit entity under the IRS tax 
code, and located within the proper lot line and on the premises to which the sign pertains. 
Electronic reader board signs are not exempt and are subject to the regulations set forth in section 
4-3-15 of this chapter. (Ord. 2874, 4-16-2015) 
   (C)   A single-family residence sign not exceeding two (2) square feet in area containing the name 
of the occupant and the street number of the residence and located at least one foot (1') back from 

Commented [KS12]: Removes all references to content, 
and subjects all window signs to the same requirements 
as all other temporary signs as noted in definition above. 

Commented [KS13]: Change eliminates regulation 
based on specific content. 

Commented [KS14]: Change eliminates any direct or 
indirect intention to give preference to any one 
organization and thereby is content neutral. 
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the front property line of the residence residential property. Such signs are also authorized to be 
hung from an ornamental lighting standard or lamppost in a street yard, at a height not to exceed 
six feet (6'). Property lines within the Village in most cases do not extend all the way to the public 
sidewalk, and residents should consult their property survey or the Building Department to 
determine acceptable locations for occupant name and street number signs. (Ord. 2885-A, 11-19-
2015) 
   (D)   Multiple-family identification signs not exceeding six (6) square feet in area and affixed to, 
and parallel with, the wall of the building to which it pertains. 
   (E)   A real estate sign not exceeding four twelve (124) square feet in area pertaining to the lease 
or sale of the lot or parcel of ground upon which located, and maintained thereon no longer than 
the day following the rental or sale thereof. 
   (F)   A construction identification sign of a building contractor's, architect's, painter's, or 
engineer's, or similar building or construction trade sign not exceeding twelve (12) square feet in 
area located on the lot or parcel of land where such services are being used, and maintained 
thereon no longer than the day following the termination of such services. 
   (G)   An identification sign erected in connection with a nonresidence use of any property in the R-
4 Mixed Office Residence District and attached to the building, not exceeding four (4) square feet in 
area or located on said property, not exceeding twenty four (24) square feet in area. No other sign 
shall be placed on said premises to designate any of the uses thereof. 
   (H)   Signs and public notices belonging to, erected and maintained by, or required by, 
governmental bodies, railroads or utilities, or authorized for a public purpose by any law, statute or 
ordinance. Such public signs may be of any type, number, area, height, location or illumination as 
authorized by law, statute or ordinance. 
   (I)   Parking control signs (maximum of 1 per entry or exit drive) and fire lane signs, not exceeding 
six (6) square feet in area, for the purpose of controlling vehicular traffic movement, and/or 
parking. Parking lots shall be permitted one additional sign within the lot that stipulates only the 
towing of unauthorized vehicles, and the name and contact information for the towing company (no 
logo). Parking control signs and fire lane signs shall not contain a business name or logo. 
   (J)   Federal, State or local flags. 
   (K)   Other temporary signs not already specified in this section, except that section 4-3-7 of this 
chapter shall apply to all temporary signs. 
   (L)   Matter appearing on display windows or doors to retail or service establishments denoting 
hours of operation, credit cards accepted and similar information, not to exceed a cumulative total 
of two (2) square feet in area per establishment. 
   (M)   On premises signs regulating the use of the premises such as "No Trespassing" and "No 
Solicitation" signs that do not exceed one sign that is a maximum of two (2) square feet in area in 
residential, and one sign with a maximum size of five (5) square feet in nonresidential areas. 
   (N)   Memorial plaques and cornerstones not to exceed two (2) square feet in area designed, 
intended or used to preserve the memory of a person, place or event, including landmark plaques 
and historical plaques, which must be constructed of bronze or other incombustible materials and 
be permanently affixed to the building or premises thereto. 
   (O)   Matter appearing on newspaper vending boxes and automatic teller machines, and other 

Commented [KS15]: Change brings this section to 
compliance with Section 4-3-13 (F) 1. Temporary Signs 
which provides that real estate signs can be 12 sq. ft. 

Commented [KS16]: Change clarifies existing language 
and eliminates any limitation on the type of trades that 
can have a sign, and thereby eliminates regulation of 
content. 

Commented [KS17]: Consider removing this standard 
and making these type of signs part of the overall 
allowable window sign limitations to avoid regulation of 
content. 
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vending machines as purchased or installed. 
   (P)   Village sanctioned roadway, gateway and/or wayfinding signs. 
   (Q)   Matter appearing on or adjacent to entry doors including "Push", "Pull", "Open" or "Closed" 
signs, not exceeding one square foot in area per establishment. 
   (R)   Auxiliary entry sign, installed as a wall sign, no wider than the width of the customer 
entrance, and not to exceed two feet (2') in width. Every business establishment shall be permitted 
a maximum of one. (Ord. 2874, 4-16-2015) 
   (S)   Informational matter appearing on gasoline pumps, and fuel pricing signs, including the 
names of grades of fuel and prices and conditions relating to prices such as full or self-service or 
other signs required by State or Federal government. Manual, digital, or LED displays of fuel pricing 
incorporated as part of a monument sign will not count towards the sign area of the monument sign 
provided the fuel prices do not exceed twenty (20) square feet in area in the aggregate as calculated 
in compliance with section 4-3-7 of this chapter. (Ord. 2967, 9-21-2017) 

 

4-3-5: PROHIBITED SIGNS: 
   (A)   No person shall erect or maintain any of the following signs within the Village: 
      1.   Projecting signs (except as provided in sections 4-3-7, 4-3-13 and 4-3-14 of this chapter). 
      2.   Roof signs. (Ord. 2874, 4-16-2015) 

Box signs. 
      3.   Signs advertising the sale of alcoholic beverages, except in the following instances: 
         (a)   Holders of a Class A license for the retail sale of beer and wine in original containers may 
advertise the sale of such products, provided that only two one outside signs shall be allowed, each 
of which shall not exceed six (6) sq. ft. to advertise the sale of beer and only one outside sign shall 
be allowed to advertise the sale of wine.  Additional indoor signs advertising such products may be 
affixed to the window area of the licensed premises in accordance with the sign area limitations of 
this chapter; and 
         (b)   Holders of a Class C or E license is allowed one outside sandwich board sign  may 
advertise the sale of alcoholic liquor on a sandwich board sign in accordance with the limitations of 
this chapter; and 
         (c)   Holders of a Class C or E license with outdoor dining areas may utilize umbrellas with the 
logos or names of companies of brands of alcoholic liquor or companies that sell or manufacture 
alcoholic liquor. (Ord. 2998, 8-16-2018) 
      4.   Off premises signs. 
      5.   Flashing, blinking, running or delayed action illuminated signs, excluding time and 
temperature signage. Reader board signs with electronically displayed messages that do not flash, 
blink, undulate, revolve, flutter or have delayed action shall only be allowed in conformance with 
the standards set forth in section 4-3-15 of this chapter. 
      6.   Signs which move or give the appearance of movement. This category includes pennants, 
banners (except those specifically exempted by this chapter), streamers, and all other signs that 
flutter, undulate, swing, rotate, oscillate or otherwise move by natural or artificial means. 

Commented [KS18]: Eliminating box signs will enhance 
the quality, site design, and pedestrian experience in all 
business districts. 

Commented [KS19]: Change eliminates regulation of 
content and establishes size standards which is the same 
a the maximum size for event and sandwich board signs. 
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      7.   Any portable, wheel mounted or other type of movable or unattached sign intended to be 
moved from one location to another, other than sandwich board signs as provided in section 4-3-13 
of this chapter. 
      8.   Any sign, streamer, banner, flag, pennant or other advertising device supported by ropes or 
wires or in any other manner, located on, over or across any public street, alley, parkway or park 
(except as provided in section 4-3-10 of this chapter). 
      9.   Signs which imitate traffic signs. Signs which use the words "stop", "look", "danger", "go 
slow", "caution", or "warning" shall be deemed to be within this category, except where such words 
are part of the name of the business. This category does not include signs accessory to parking 
areas. 
      10.   Signs placed on parked vehicles or trailers where the apparent purpose is to advertise a 
product or to direct people to a business or activity located on the same or nearby property. 
      11.   Motor vehicles whose sole apparent purpose is to advertise a business. Motor vehicles 
engaged in the transportation of goods or passengers are exempt from this restriction. 
      12.   Signs which contain matter which is untruthful or misleading. 
      13.   Backlit canopies or awnings. 
   (B)   No person shall erect bunting, banners or streamers attached to wires or to supporting 
devices or temporary supports, except as a temporary sign. (Ord. 2874, 4-16-2015) 
 
4-3-6: PERMIT REQUIRED; APPLICATION; INSURANCE; LICENSE: 
   (A)   Replacement of or changes in sign copy shall require a permit. No person shall erect or alter 
any "sign" as herein defined within the village without securing a permit and complying with the 
other provisions of this chapter. Routine maintenance, changing parts of a sign or removal of a sign 
shall not be considered an alteration of a sign requiring a permit, provided that the maintenance, 
change of parts or removal does not alter the type of installation, surface area, height, or otherwise 
make the sign nonconforming. 
   (B)   Any person desiring a permit to erect or alter any signs shall make application to the zoning 
administrator by completing an application provided by the zoning administrator; and shall furnish 
the following items and such other information as may be required by the zoning administrator in 
order to show the design, color, component parts, size, area and location of the sign and to show 
that such sign will comply with this chapter: 
      1.   One drawing of the sign itself reduced to scale to fit on no larger than eight and one-half inch 
by fourteen inch (81/2"x14") paper (legal size) showing dimensions of the sign background board, 
letter, symbols, etc., on same, the proper letter form, and explanation of the materials and 
construction and naming the color of each component. 
      2.   For window or wall signs, one drawing of the portion of the building elevation attendant to 
sign reduced in scale to fit on no larger than eight and one-half inch by fourteen inch (81/2"x14") 
paper (legal size) showing in scale and by dimension the sign location and size and dimensions of 
the major building components and an explanation of the building's major exterior materials and 
colors. 
      3.   For ground signs, one site plan showing the location and size of the proposed sign in 
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relationship to the building, sidewalks, public way, etc., reduced to scale to fit on an eleven inch by 
seventeen inch (11"x17") piece of paper (tabloid size). 
   (C)   Each application for a permit to erect or alter any sign shall be accompanied by a permit fee 
of seventy five dollars ($75.00) which shall be non-refundable. 
   (D)   A certificate from a responsible insurance company showing the issuance to the applicant of 
insurance in an amount not less than one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00), insuring the 
applicant against loss or liability on account of injury to one person, and in the amount of not less 
than two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000.00) for total property damage and personal injuries 
resulting from a single accident or occurrence must be submitted prior to a permit being issued to 
erect or alter any sign. 
   (E)   Every such application together with the drawing or sketch of such sign shall be reviewed by 
the zoning administrator, within thirty (30) days, for compatibility in design, style, size, color and 
materials both with the building to which it relates and with the character and style of the 
surrounding area where it is to be located. Following such review, the zoning administrator may 
either approve or deny such application, or may, in his or her sole discretion, refer it to the planning 
and zoning commission for review and input prior to approval or denial. Decisions of the zoning 
administrator on sign applications are subject to appeal pursuant to section 10-2-2-9 of the zoning 
ordinance. 
   (F)   Signs erected pursuant to an approved application shall be inspected by the zoning 
administrator for compliance with the approved plans. A failure to comply with the approved plans 
shall void the permit. 
   (G)   No person shall maintain any sign requiring a permit without annually procuring a business 
license, if applicable, for the business to which the sign pertains, and paying the fees as prescribed 
in title Title 3, chapter 1 of this code. (Ord. 2874, 4-16-2015) 
 
4-3-7: SIGN AREA AND HEIGHT COMPUTATIONS: 
   (A)   Sign Dimension Computation: 
      1.   Sign Area: "Sign area" is defined as the area within any perimeter enclosing the limits of 
lettering, emblems or other figures on a sign, together with any material or color forming an 
integral part of the display or used to differentiate the sign from the background on which it is 
placed. Structural members bearing no sign copy shall not be included in a sign's surface area. The 
sign area shall be calculated by measuring the entire area enclosed within the smallest regular 
geometric form, or combination of regular geometric forms, which may be inscribed to encompass 
all letters and graphic symbols of the sign, including horizontal spacing between such letters and 
symbols plus any additional portion of the background which is framed by a border, internally 
illuminated, consisting of a color or tone different than the wall or structure to which the sign is 
attached, or projects more than three inches (3"). See figure 1 of this section for illustrations that 
show the method for calculating sign area. 
      2.   Sign Height: Sign height shall be measured as the vertical distance from the base of the sign 
from the average natural grade at the foot of the sign to the highest point on the sign or, where a 
sign is not ground based, from the base of the building to which a sign is attached, to the highest 
point of the sign. 
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FIGURE 1 
SIGN AREA 

 
   (B)   Multiple Faced Signs: For multiple faced signs, only the largest surface is counted for 
purposes of sign area. (Ord. 2874, 4-16-2015) 
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4-3-8: SIGN CONTROLS FOR THE RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS: 
Except as otherwise noted herein, the general provisions of this code applicable to all signs within 
the village shall apply to signs in residential zoning districts. Where a conflict between general 
regulations and regulations set forth in this section exists, the regulations of this section shall 
control. 
   (A)   The total area of allowable signs erected on any zoning lot with nonresidential or 
institutional principal uses in a residential zoning district shall not exceed forty (40) square feet. 
   (B)   Permanent signs shall be limited to forty (40) square feet in area. 
   (C)   Wall signs may not project more than twelve inches (12") from the building wall on which 
they are mounted. 
   (D)   The total area of window signs shall not exceed fifty percent (50%) of the glazed area of the 
window. 
   (E)   No monument or pylon sign shall exceed six feet (6') in height nor be placed any closer than 
five feet (5') from any property line. 
   (F)   A nonilluminated sign may only be located on the vertical edge of an awning or the vertical 
fascia of a canopy that faces a public street. (Ord. 2874, 4-16-2015) 
 
4-3-9: GENERAL STANDARDS AND CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS: 
   (A)   Applicability: All of the provisions of the building code shall govern the materials, 
construction and location of all signs covered by this chapter insofar as the same are applicable; in 
case of conflict, the provisions of this chapter shall govern. 
   (B)   General Construction: All signs shall be designed and constructed in a sturdy and secure 
manner to withstand wind pressure and meet all requirements of the village's adopted building 
code and all signs attached to any building or structure shall be safely and securely anchored 
thereto in a manner satisfactory to the zoning administrator. 
   (C)   Painted Signs: All signs painted on any building or structure must be repainted at such time 
as peeling, fading or flaking occurs to the painted surface. 
   (D)   Materials: The material of which signs are constructed shall be rendered thoroughly 
waterproof, and such signs shall be so constructed that they will not be likely to shrink or crack and 
thereby endanger the waterproof quality which is hereby required; the letters shall be so 
constructed that sleet, snow or rain cannot enter them. 
   (E)   Glass: Glass, if used in signs, shall have safety glazing in accordance with the Village's adopted 
Building Code and have a strength equivalent to double strength grade glass or be of plate or wired 
glass. 
   (F)   Electrical Standards: All illuminated signs shall be wired according to Village ordinances 
regulating electric equipment and all or any permit or inspection fees required under such 
ordinances shall be paid prior to the erection of such sign in addition to permit fees required under 
this chapter. No person shall furnish electricity for any illuminated sign without first receiving a 
certificate from the Zoning Administrator that the sign has been inspected and complies fully with 
the provisions of the Village's adopted Building Code. 
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   (G)   Sharp Projections Prohibited: All signs, canopies and awnings shall have no protruding nails, 
tacks or wires, or other hazardous projections. 
   (H)   Height Projection: No sign on a building shall extend above the normal parapet wall or roof 
thereof. 
   (I)   Destruction: No sign or any substantial part thereof, which is blown down, destroyed, taken 
down or removed, shall be reerected, reconstructed, rebuilt or replaced unless it is made to comply 
with this chapter. 
   (J)   External Illumination: Wherever external illumination is used for a sign, the source of light 
shall be located, shielded or directed in such a manner that the light does not shine or cause glare 
onto any surrounding public street or private residence. 
   (K)   Maintenance: All signs, canopies and awnings shall be kept and maintained in a safe, clean 
and orderly condition and appearance, and shall be repainted or otherwise maintained periodically 
by the owner to prevent corrosion or deterioration caused by weather, age or any other conditions, 
and to keep the same in a safe, clean, neat and orderly condition and appearance. 
   (L)   Wall Signs: Wall signs may be located on the frontage of a building facing a public street and 
on the building wall or walls facing, or exposed to view from a public street or railroad right-of-way, 
and no portion shall project over or above the eaves or parapet of the building. 
   (M)   Instructional Signs: Instructional signs denoting an entrance door, loading zone delivery 
door or other similar use may be located on the wall of a building to which the use pertains. 
   (N)   Ground Signs: 
      1.   Where a building is located on a zoning lot a ground sign may be located next to the building 
front or wall which is available for locating wall signs, or may be located parallel to, or at an angle 
with the adjacent public street, provided such a sign meets the setbacks established by this chapter. 
      2.   Where no building is located on the zoning lot, a ground sign may be located on any part of 
such lot or parcel provided said sign pertains to a use being made of the lot and is erected so as not 
to allow any part thereof to project beyond the building line or building frontage of adjacent 
property, whichever is farthest from the street. 
   (O)   Obstruction Of Windows, Doors, Etc., Prohibited: No sign shall be located so as to obstruct 
any required window, door, exit or entrance of any building, whether occupied or not, nor obstruct 
or be attached to any fire escape or stand pipe. 
   (P)   Unobstructed View Required: No sign of any kind shall be located in such a manner as to 
obstruct the view of persons in a street, of approaching traffic or traffic signs or signals. (Ord. 2874, 
4-16-2015) 
   (Q)   Awnings And Canopies: A non-illuminated sign may be located on an awning or a canopy 
when attached to the frontage of a building facing a public street or on a building wall or walls 
facing, or exposed to view, from a public street or railroad right-of-way. Internal or external 
illumination of canopy signs is permitted in the B1 Zoning District, but only on canopies over 
outdoor service areas, such as gasoline service station service areas, and only when the sign faces a 
public street, or faces or is exposed to view from a public street or railroad right-of-way. Any 
awning or canopy sign shall be included within the total area of allowable signs erected on any 
zoning lot as hereinafter provided. (Ord. 2967, 9-21-2017) 
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   (R)   Footings Or Supports In Right-Of-Way: No footings or support structures for any sign shall be 
placed in the Village right-of- way. 
   (S)   Projection Over Right Of Way: No sign shall project over the Village right-of-way except as 
specifically permitted within this chapter. 
   (T)   Fireproof Construction: All permanent signs other than pylon signs shall be constructed of 
noncombustible material or of a material approved by the Village Fire Department. (Ord. 2874, 4-
16-2015) 
 
4-3-10: LIMITED USE OF PARK AREAS FOR SIGNS: 
The Water Tower Park area and Guthrie Park are hereby designated as the only park areas which 
may be used for the location of a temporary sign limited to the advertisement of an activity 
sponsored by a local church, school or civic public or private not-for-profit organization. Such signs 
shall be in the form of a banner securely attached to park trees by rope or wire and shall be 
restricted to a period of no more than seven (7) days. No such sign shall be erected to the park 
areas designated in this section unless application therefore has been made to and approval 
obtained from the Village Manager. (Ord. 2874, 4-16-2015) 
 
4-3-11: NONCONFORMING SIGNS: 
   (A)   Nonconforming Signs: Every sign, canopy, or awning legally erected pursuant to a Village 
permit and which fails to comply to with the requirements of this chapter due to a subsequent 
amendment to this chapter, shall be deemed a legal nonconforming sign. 
   (B)   Authority To Continue Existing Legal Nonconformities: Any sign, canopy or awning deemed 
to be a nonconforming sign under subsection (A) of this section may be continued only in 
accordance with the following regulations: 
      1.   Repairs And Alterations: Ordinary repairs and nonstructural alterations may be made to a 
nonconforming sign. No structural alteration shall be made in, to or upon such nonconforming sign 
so as to prolong the life of the sign, except those required by law, or except to make the sign 
conform to the regulations of this chapter. 
      2.   Additions, Enlargements, Replacement: A nonconforming sign shall not be added to or 
enlarged in any manner (including the replacement of the sign copy), except to make the sign 
conform to the regulations of this chapter. 
      3.   Moving: No nonconforming sign shall be moved in whole or in part to any other location 
unless said sign, and the use thereof, is made to conform to all the regulations of this chapter. 
      4.   Restoration Of Damaged Nonconforming Signs: A nonconforming sign that is destroyed or 
damaged by fire or other casualty to the extent that the cost of restoration will exceed fifty percent 
(50%) of the original cost of said sign, shall not be restored unless it shall be made to conform to all 
the regulations of this chapter, or any subsequent amendment thereto. In the event that such 
damage or destruction is less than or equal to fifty percent (50%) of the original cost of said sign, no 
repairs or construction shall be made unless such restoration is started within one year from the 
date of the partial destruction and is diligently prosecuted to completion. 
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      5.   Discontinuance Of Use Of Nonconforming Sign: Where the business use or identity associated 
with the nonconforming sign or the ownership of the business use or identity associated with the 
nonconforming sign terminates or changes, such termination or change of use or ownership of the 
business use shall operate as a termination of the nonconforming sign, and the use of said sign 
thereafter shall conform to the regulations of this chapter. 
      6.   Change Of Copy Of Nonconforming Sign: No changes shall be made to the content or text of a 
nonconforming sign unless the sign is made to conform to the regulations of this chapter. (Ord. 
2874, 4-16-2015) 
 
4-3-12: ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTY: 
   (A)   Any person who violates any of the provisions of this chapter shall, upon conviction thereof, 
be subject to a penalty of not less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) and not more than seven 
hundred fifty dollars ($750.00). Every day a violation of this chapter continues shall be considered 
as a separate offense. 
   (B)   Any sign which is erected or maintained in violation of any of the provisions of this chapter is 
hereby declared to be a public nuisance, and the Zoning Administrator or his or her designee is 
authorized to remove said sign, or cause it to be removed, at the expense of the owner and/or 
occupant of the premises. Except in cases of emergency, thirty (30) days' notice shall first be given 
to the owner or occupant of the premises of the fact of such violation and of the intent to remove 
such sign. Notice shall be provided by personal service or by certified mail, return receipt 
requested. Service of mailed notices shall be deemed complete as of the date of deposit in the 
United States mail. If the provisions of the code applicable to such sign are complied with within 
thirty (30) days after such notice is given, such sign shall not be removed. (Ord. 2874, 4-16-2015) 
 
4-3-13: SIGN CONTROLS IN THE B2 DISTRICT: 
   (A)   Purpose And Intent: The purpose of creating tailored sign requirements for the B2 central 
business district is to recognize the district's historic and pedestrian character and to preserve the 
noncommercial character of adjacent residential neighborhoods. The types and sizes permitted 
reflect the pedestrian character and scale of the village's B2 central business district and the desire 
to provide open views into all storefronts. 
   (B)   Application Of Section: Except as otherwise noted herein, the general provisions of this 
chapter applicable to all signs within the village shall apply to signs in the B2 central business 
district. Where a conflict between general regulations and regulations set forth in this section 
exists, the regulations of this section shall control. 
   (C)   Sign Placement: All signs requiring a permit shall be located on the premises they are 
intended to serve. Such signs shall be located pursuant to the following: 
      1.   No sign shall be located within or shall obstruct the public right of way, with the exception 
that sandwich board signs, blade signs, projecting signs, awnings and canopies shall be permitted to 
encroach over and on the public sidewalk subject to the requirements of this section. 
      2.   No sign shall be erected or placed so as to cover or extend across the architectural elements 
of the building upon which it is located. Such elements include building cornices, sills, windows, 
doors, portals, projections or recesses greater than six inches (6") in depth, or piers, pilasters, 
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columns, arches, fascia and decorative brickwork and window mullions. 
 
   (D)   Prohibited Signs: In addition to section 4-3-5 of this chapter, the following signs are 
prohibited in the B2 central business district: 
      1.   Signs painted directly on an exterior wall, fascia, parapet or chimney of a building or on a 
fence. 
      2.   Inflatable images such as balloons, beer cans, etc. 
      3.   Pole signs. 
      4.   Facelit internally illuminated individual letter signs. 
      5.   Internally illuminated monument or pylon signs. 
      6.   Signs that project more than twelve inches (12") from the face of a building with the 
exception of blade signs, projecting signs, and signs located on a canopy or awning subject to the 
requirements of this section. 
      7.   Box signs. 
      8.   Internally illuminated window signs with the exception of neon window signs subject to the 
requirements of this section. 
      9.   Electronic reader board signs. 
      10.   Any other sign type not specifically listed in this section or in section 4-3-4 of this chapter. 
 
   (E)   Exempt Signs: The following types of signs are designated exempt signs in the B2 district and, 
as such, are subject only to the regulations contained herein: 
      1.   Nameplates, not to exceed one square foot in area. 
      2.   Address numbers, not to exceed two (2) square feet in area. 
      3.   Public information signs identifying telephones, restrooms and similar facilities, not to 
exceed two (2) square feet. Advertising matter is not permitted on such signs. This category does 
not include parking or driveway signs. 
      4.   Federal, state or local governmental flags, not exceeding two (2) 24-square feet in area per 
flag. Additionally, the height of flagpoles shall not exceed thirty feet (30'), except in the public use 
zone where there shall be no height limit. 
      5.   Parking control signs not exceeding a surface area of four (4) square feet and a height of 
three and one-half feet (31/2'). 
 
   (F)   Temporary Signs: Temporary signs shall be permitted in the B2 central business district 
without a sign permit, subject to the provisions of this section. 
      1.   Real Estate Signs: Availability signs such as "For Sale", "Vacancy" or "For Rent" mayare be 
permitted to announce the sale, rental or lease ofon the lot where the real estate activity or 
transaction will occur sign is displayed or to announce the sale, rental or lease of one or more 
structures, or a portion thereof, located on the lot. Such signs may indicate the owner, realty agent, 
telephone numbers or "open house" information. Such signs: 
         (a)   Shall not exceed twelve (12) square feet in area. 

Commented [KS24]: Changes eliminate reference to 
regulation of content 



  Page 18 

         (b)   Shall be located upon or within any building or portion of building occupied, or to be 
occupied, by any single business enterprise. 
         (c)   Shall only advertise the sale, rental or lease of such building or portion thereof.  
      2.   Construction Signs: Construction signs may not exceed twenty-four (24) square feet in area. 
Such signs may identify the owner's name, the architect, the contractors, the financing 
arrangements and the purpose for which the project is intended. No products or services may be 
advertised on construction signs. One construction sign may be placed on each part of the lot or on 
each face of the building which borders a public street. A construction sign shall not be erected 
before construction starts, and it shall be removed within fourteen (14) days after the use 
commences or construction is completed, whichever occurs first. 

(a)  A temporary sign shall be no closer than ten (10) feet from the paved portion of any street 
or back of curb where no sidewalk is present. 

      3.   Event Signs: Event signs may not exceed a maximum size of six (6) square feet in area, or 
covering all portions of an existing permitted sign, whichever is greater, and must be located on the 
premises of the event, excluding any residential use, announcing a campaign, drive or event of a 
civic, philanthropic, educational or religious organization. An event sign shall be promptly removed 
within seven (7) days after the date of the event. 
      4.   Holiday Decorations: Holiday decorations displayed in connection with civic, patriotic or 
religious holidays. 
      5.   Political Signs: Political signs or posters announcing candidates seeking public political office 
and/or public issues contained on a ballot, provided that such signs shall be removed within seven 
(7) days after an election. 

(a) Such signs shall not exceed six (6) square feet in size, shall not be illuminated in any 
manner, shall not be affixed to any public utility, pole, tree or natural object, nor be located 
within a public right of way, nor create a safety or sight distance problem. 

      6.   Temporary Window Signs: 
         (a)   Area Of Temporary Window Signs: Except as otherwise provided above, one or more 
temporary window signs may be displayed on each window of the premises, but the total area of all 
temporary window signs in any one window shall not exceed ten percent (10%) of the area of that 
window, except that grocery stores shall be permitted temporary window signs not to exceed fifty 
percent (50%) of the area of the window. 
         (b)   Area Of All Temporary And Permanent Signs: When temporary signs are utilized, the 
combined area of all temporary and permanent window signs in any one window shall not exceed 
twenty percent (20%) of the area of that window, except that grocery stores shall be permitted to 
have combined permanent and temporary window signs not to exceed fifty percent (50%) of the 
area of the window. For the purposes of this section, window sign area only separated by mullions 
counts as one continuous windowpane in the computation of window surface area. 
         (c)   Time Limit: Except as otherwise specified herein, temporary window signs in the B2 
district shall be displayed no more than thirty (30) days after placement, after which time they 
must either be removed or replaced. 
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   (G)   Additional Standards: 
      1.   Changeable Copy: Changeable copy may be installed on the following types of signs pursuant 
to all the provisions and restrictions set forth below: 
         (a)   Directory Sign: A directory sign may contain changeable copy, if located within the 
signable area of the building wall and within six feet (6') of the building entrance door. Letters 
within the sign shall be no more than four inches (4") in height. 
         (b)   Multiple-Family Identification Sign: A multiple-family building identification sign may 
contain changeable copy, which is limited to the listing of current rental availability. Such 
changeable copy shall not exceed three (3) lines of information. Letters within the sign shall be no 
more than four inches (4") in height. 
         (c)   Church Or Public Reader Board Sign: Changeable copy shall be permitted as part of a 
government, civic, or place of worship other not-for-profit identification or information sign 
whether installed as a monument or wall sign. Letters within the sign shall be no more than four 
inches (4") in height. However, electronic reader board signs are prohibited. 
      2.   Illumination: 
         (a)   Limitations: Illuminated signs shall be limited to the following: 
            (1)   Enclosed exterior floodlighting using white or daylight gooseneck type lamps. 
            (2)   Neon signs that conform with the sign area requirements for window signs. 
            (3)   Individual silhouette illuminated letters. The remaining surface of the sign shall be 
opaque, and shall not emit light. 
         (b)   Protrusion: Any receptacle or device used to provide external illumination for a wall sign 
shall not protrude more than twelve inches (12") from the face of the sign. 
         (c)   Level Of Illumination: No illuminated sign may exceed a maximum luminance level of 
seven hundred fifty (750) cd/m2 or nits during evening. All artificial illumination shall be so 
designed, located, shielded, and directed as to illuminate only the sign face or faces and to prevent 
the casting of glare or direct light upon adjacent property or streets. 
         (d)   Hours Of Illumination: No sign shall be illuminated between the hours of twelve thirty 
o'clock (12:30) A.M. and five o'clock (5:00) A.M., unless and to the extent that the activity displaying 
the sign is open for business during those hours. The zoning administrator is authorized to grant an 
exemption from these provisions to any activity in which illumination of signs during the hours 
otherwise proscribed is necessary or desirable for the security and safety of the activity or for the 
property. 
         (e)   Voltage Plate: All signs in which electrical wiring and connections are to be used shall have 
affixed thereon a plate showing the voltage of the electrical apparatus used in connection with the 
sign. This voltage plate shall face away from public view and right of way. 
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(H)   Permitted Signs: 
 
FIGURE 2 
SIGN REGULATIONS 

 
TABLE 1 
B2 ZONING DISTRICT SIGN STANDARDS 
   
  

Sign Type Maximum Number Maximum Area Maximum Height 

Primary Signs       

Wall Sign 

1 sign per 
business 
  
Corner 
properties may 
have 2 business 
signs 

 

1 sq. ft. per linear foot of building 
frontage not to exceed 25 sq. ft. for 
individual letter signs2 or 18 sq. ft. for 
nameplate signs 

Cornice line or second 
floor window line, 
whichever is lower 

Monument/pylon 
sign3 

16 sq. ft. 5' 
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Window sign 

Ground floor businesses: 1 sq. ft. per 
linear foot of building frontage not to 
exceed 25 sq. ft. 
  
Upper story businesses: 6 sq. ft., 
lettering not to exceed 7" in height 

Ground floor businesses: 
no maximum height 
  
Upper story businesses: 
lower 1/3 of window only 

Awning/canopy 
sign 

25% of surface area of 
awning/canopy not to exceed 6 sq. ft. 

Permitted on first floor 
only, minimum 8'6" 
clearance 

Directory wall 
signs 

1 sign for upper 
story office uses 
only 

12 sq. ft. 
Cornice line or second 
floor window line, 
whichever is lower 

Secondary signs:       

Window sign 
1 sign per 
business 
  
Corner 
properties may 
have 2 secondary 
signs 

Ground floor businesses only: 10% of 
window surface area not to exceed 6 
sq. ft. 

No maximum height 

Awning/canopy 
sign 

Edge lettering only, not to exceed 7" 
in height 

Permitted on first floor 
only, minimum 8'6" 
clearance 

Additional signs:       

Blade signs 1 sign 6 sq. ft., not to exceed 3' in length 

Cornice line or second 
floor window line, 
whichever is less; 
minimum 8' clearance 

Rear wall signs 1 sign 
1 sq. ft. per linear foot of building 
frontage not to exceed 25 sq. ft.2 

No maximum height 

  
Notes: 
   1.   Additional standards for the signs listed herein are located in this subsection (H). 
   2.   Single tenant buildings with more than 40 feet of building frontage or multiuse buildings with 
a single tenant encompassing the entire first floor with more than 40 feet of building frontage 
maximum area for individual letter wall signs shall not exceed 75 square feet. 
   3.   Monument/pylon signs shall be set back a minimum of 5 feet from any property line. 
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1. Amount Of Signage: Table 1, "B2 Zoning District Sign Standards", of this section establishes 
the number of permanent signs permitted along with the maximum sign area and height for 
properties in the B2 zoning district and figure 2 of this section illustrates the sign 
requirements for the B2 district. Permitted sign types are listed below: 
 

         (a)   Primary Sign Types: As specified in table 1, "B2 Zoning District Sign Standards", of this 
section and as follows: 
 
            (1)   Identification signs, installed as a wall, window, monument, pylon, canopy or awning 
sign as follows and subject to the regulations of this section: 
               A.   A window sign as a primary sign shall only be allowed in instances where a wall sign 
would negatively impact the character of the building or there are architectural features that would 
be negatively impacted by a wall sign. 
               B.   A canopy or awning sign as a primary sign shall only be allowed in instances where a 
wall sign would negatively impact the character of the building or there are architectural features 
that would be negatively impacted by a wall sign. 
               C.   An identification sign installed as a monument or pylon sign shall only be permitted 
subject to subsection (H)6 of this section. 
 
            (2)   Directory signs may be used as primary signs to identify upper story office uses. Such 
signs shall be installed as a wall sign, not to exceed twelve (12) square feet, and located within six 
feet (6') of the doorway serving such uses. Such signs may include changeable copy. 
 
         (b)   Secondary Sign Types: As specified in table 1, "B2 Zoning District Sign Standards", of this 
section and as follows: 
            (1)   Permanent window signs, subject to the regulations of this section. 
            (2)   Canopy or awning signs subject to the regulations of this section. 
 
         (c)   Additional Signs: As specified in table 1, "B2 Zoning District Sign Standards", of this section 
and as follows: 
            (1)   Blade and Projecting Signs: Every business establishment shall be permitted one double 
sided blade or projecting sign pursuant to the following: 

A. Such signs shall conform to the blade sign regulations of this section. 
B. Such signs shall only be permitted if the business's other signs are in conformance with the 

regulations of this chapter. 
 

            (2)   Rear Wall Signs: In addition, any business establishment with a rear wall facing the 
railroad right of way shall be permitted one additional wall sign on the wall facing the railroad right 
of way pursuant to the following: 

A. Such signs shall conform to the wall sign regulations of this section. 
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B. Such signs shall be permitted to be mounted on the second story facade so as to be visible 
from the railroad right of way. 

C. Such signs shall only be permitted if the business's other signs are in conformance with the 
regulations of this chapter. 

D. Such signs shall only be permitted if the building in which the business is located meets the 
zoning ordinance regulations for screening of trash dumpsters and parking lot landscaping. 
 

            (3)   Temporary Signs: Temporary signs shall be permitted pursuant to subsection (F) of this 
section, and temporary banner signs and portable sandwich board signs subject to this section. 
 
      2.   Wall Signs: As specified in table 1, "B2 Zoning District Sign Standards", of this section and as 
follows: 
         (a)   Size: See table 1, "B2 Zoning District Sign Standards", of this section. 
         (b)   Location: Permitted wall signs shall be located and designed subject to the following 
criteria: 
            (1)   Location On Building Facade: A wall sign cannot be located above the cornice line or 
second floor window line of a building, whichever is lower. 
            (2)   Street Frontage Orientation: All wall signs shall be oriented to face the street, off street 
parking area or public alley by being mounted on the building facade generally parallel to the street, 
off street parking area or public alley. Where a property is located on a corner lot, signs may be 
provided on both streets. 
            (3)   Dual Street Frontage Orientation: When a building on a corner lot has a facade oriented 
to the corner, a wall sign may be placed on two (2) of the three (3) facades, as illustrated in figure 3 
of this section: 
 
FIGURE 3 
DUAL STREET FRONTAGE 
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         (c)   Projection: A wall sign shall project no farther than twelve inches (12") from the wall on 
which it is mounted. 
         (d)   Design Standards: Wall signs shall either be an individual letter sign or a nameplate sign 
and shall comply with the following design and fabrication criteria: 
            (1)   Individual letter signs shall be pin set or otherwise applied directly to the face of the 
storefront. 
            (2)   Nameplate signs may only be externally illuminated. 
            (3)   Illumination shall be either external or silhouette (halo type) for individual letter signs. 
The front and side of letters and graphics shall be opaque. 
            (4)   Exposed raceways, exposed transformers and visible sign company labels are prohibited. 

 

FIGURE 4 
EXAMPLES OF PERMITTED WALL SIGNS 

 
      3.   Window Signs: As specified in table 1, "B2 Zoning District Sign Standards", of this section and 
as follows: 
         (a)   Window Sign As Primary Sign: 
            (1)   Upper Story Businesses: Businesses whose only windows are above the first story of a 
building may display one permanent window sign in one window. 
            (2)   Ground Floor Businesses: A ground floor business may display, as its primary sign, one 
permanent window sign. 
         (b)   Window Sign As Secondary Sign: Ground floor businesses may also display a window sign 
as a secondary sign. The placement and design of window signs shall, in addition to all other 
requirements of this section, be subject to the following: 
            (1)   Location Of Permanent Window Signs: A permanent window sign must be located on the 
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window and be contained totally within a single window. A sign will also be considered as a 
window sign if it is located within six feet (6') inside the window. No window display located within 
six feet (6') of the window may be maintained which has the effect of circumventing the intent of 
this subsection, window signs as a secondary sign. If material purporting to be a window display 
has such effect, it shall be deemed to be a temporary window sign and not a window display. 
            (2)   Total Area Of Permanent Window Signs: Permanent window signs cannot exceed the 
above size limitations for primary and secondary window signs. 
      4.   Canopy And Awning Signs: As specified in table 1, "B2 Zoning District Sign Standards", of this 
section and as follows: 
         (a)   Canopy And Awning Signs As Primary Signs: Canopies and awnings may constitute a 
primary sign for a business unless it displays an identification sign installed as a wall or window 
sign. 
         (b)   Canopy And Awning Signs As Secondary Signs: Any business may display edge lettering on 
a canopy or awning as a secondary sign in accordance with the provisions of this section. 
         (c)   Location Requirements: 
            (1)   No portion of a canopy or awning may extend more than five feet (5') from the building 
facade, nor more than five feet (5') into the public right of way. 
         (d)   Design Standards: Canopy and awning signs shall comply with the following design and 
fabrication criteria: 
            (1)   Canopies and awnings shall be a solid color. 
            (2)   All graphics and lettering must be monochromatic. 
 
      5.   Blade Signs: As specified in table 1, "B2 Zoning District Sign Standards", of this section and as 
follows: Every business establishment shall be permitted one double sided blade sign consistent 
with the examples shown in figure 5 of this section and subject to the following: 
         (a)   The sign shall not project more than forty two inches (42") from the vertical plane of the 
facade to which it is affixed and shall have no less than six inches (6") of clearance between the sign 
and the facade to which it is affixed. 
         (b)   The sign shall not be located above the cornice line or second floor window line of a 
building, whichever is lower. 
         (c)   The lowest portion of the sign shall be a minimum of eight feet (8') above the finished 
grade. 
         (d)   The sign shall not exceed six (6) square feet in area, three feet (3') in length, nor six inches 
(6") in thickness. 
         (e)   Blade signs shall consist of a single panel attached to a metal decorative bracket. Formed 
plastic and injection molded plastic signs are prohibited. 
         (f)   Blade signs, including frames, braces, and supports shall be designed by a structural 
engineer or manufacturer. No blade sign shall be secured with wire, strips of wood or nails nor shall 
any blade sign be hung or secured to any other sign. Any movable part of a blade sign such as the 
cover of a service opening shall be securely fastened by chains or hinges. Blade signs shall neither 
be attached to, nor supported by, frame buildings nor the wooden framework of a building. (Ord. 
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2874, 4-16-2015) 
         (g)   Such signs shall only be located on the frontage of the establishment that the sign 
identifies, except for second floor businesses which may install a blade sign on the first floor 
provided it is located no closer than six feet (6') to any other blade sign on the same building and 
the location has been approved by the building owner. (Ord. 2899, 2-4-2016) 
         (h)   Such signs shall only be affixed to a wall facing a public street, except for second floor 
businesses which may install a blade sign within six feet (6') of the doorway serving said business. 
         (i)   Such signs shall be located a minimum of six feet (6') from any other blade sign on the 
same building. 
         (j)   Such signs shall not be internally illuminated. 
         (k)   Such signs must be securely mounted. 
         (l)   The sign shall not contain changeable copy. 
         (m)   The sign shall be permitted to encroach over a public right of way. 
 
FIGURE 5 
EXAMPLES OF PERMITTED BLADE SIGNS 

 
      6.   Monument And Pylon Signs: 
         (a)   Monument Signs As A Primary Sign: Because new buildings are required to be built to the 
street, freestanding signs should not be necessary on most sites. However, a monument or pylon 
sign may constitute a primary sign for a business subject only to site plan review by the planning 
and zoning commission. A monument or pylon sign shall not be approved by the planning and 
zoning commission unless the commission determines that a wall sign is insufficient for 
identification of the business from the nearest public street. 
         (b)   Design Standards: All pylon signs must be constructed of wood or simulated wood. All 
monument or pylon signs shall be located in a landscaped area that is a minimum of three feet (3') 
in width on all sides. 
         (c)   Landscape Requirements: Landscape material shall be installed around the base of 
monument signs. The width of the landscaped area shall be a minimum of three feet (3') around the 
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entire base. 
 
      7.   Temporary Banners: Temporary banners announce the opening of a business or special 
event on the premises located within the B2 district. Such a sign may be displayed for not more 
than seven (7) days from the date on which the activity commences, and shall not exceed the 
requirements applicable for an identification wall sign at the location. Temporary banners shall be 
adequately secured to the building at all times. 
 
      8.   Portable Sandwich Board Signs: One sandwich board sign shall be permitted for each 
storefront subject to the following: 
         (a)   Height: No sandwich board sign shall exceed four feet (4') in height and six (6) square feet 
in area. 
         (b)   During Business Hours: A sandwich board sign may only be displayed during business 
hours and shall be removed at any time the business is not open. 
         (c)   Pedestrian Area: The sign shall not interfere with any pedestrian area or block necessary 
sight lines for pedestrians or vehicles. Under no circumstances shall the sign reduce the open 
portion of public and private sidewalks to less than five feet (5') clear of all obstructions. 
         (d)   Weight: The sandwich board sign shall be of sufficient weight or design to prevent its 
movement in the wind. 
         (e)   Location: The sandwich board sign shall be located in front of the business to which it is 
associated. 
         (f)   Design Standards: Sandwich board signs shall comply with the following design and 
fabrication criteria: 
            (1)   Sandwich board signs shall be constructed of wood or metal. 
            (2)   Sandwich board signs shall have two (2) sides and be open at the bottom and joined at 
the top. 
            (3)   Changeable copy shall not be permitted except for chalkboard or dry erase typefaces 
utilized for handwritten messages. 
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FIGURE 6 
EXAMPLES OF SANDWICH BOARD SIGNS 

 
(Ord. 2874, 4-16-2015) 
 
4-3-14: SIGN CONTROLS IN THE B1 DISTRICT: 
Except as otherwise noted herein, the general provisions of this chapter applicable to all signs 
within the Village shall apply to signs in the B1 Business District. Where a conflict between general 
regulations and regulations set forth in this section exists, the regulations of this section shall 
control. Permanent signs in the B1 District shall comply with the following requirements: (Ord. 
2874, 4-16-2015) 
 
   (A)   General Requirements: 
      1.   Illumination Requirements: 
         (a)   Gooseneck reflectors and lights are permitted on ground signs and wall signs. The 
reflectors shall concentrate the illumination upon the area of the sign so as to prevent glare upon 
the street or adjacent property. 
         (b)   All sign illumination shall be designed, located, shielded and directed so as to prevent the 
casting of glare or direct light upon adjacent publicly dedicated roadways and surrounding 
properties, or distract operators of vehicles or pedestrians in the public right-of-way. 
         (c)   Except as may otherwise be provided for herein, series lighting or neon tubing used to 
accentuate or trim windows, architectural features, or to outline borders of windows, signs or 
buildings, is specifically prohibited. All neon window signs are prohibited in the B1-TC Subdistrict. 
         (d)   Any sign adjacent to, or separated only by a street, public alley, or railroad right-of-way, 
and directly facing a residentially zoned property, may not be illuminated between the hours of ten 
o'clock (10:00) P.M. and eight o'clock (8:00) A.M. 
         (e)   Reader boards are prohibited in the B1 District. (Ord. 2999, 9-6-2018) 
         (f)   Internal or external illumination of canopy signs is permitted only on canopies over 
outdoor service areas, such as gasoline service station service areas, and only when the sign faces a 
public street, or faces or is exposed to view from a public street or railroad right-of-way.  
Illumination of canopy signs shall only be permitted from individual letters or from the sign that 
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includes a business logo and letters in a continuous shape.  The remainder of the canopy shall not 
be illuminated.   
         (g)   External or internal illumination of wall or ground signs shall be permitted. (Ord. 2967, 9-
21-2017; amd. Ord. 2999, 9-6-2018) 
 
      2.   Sign Area Restriction: Table 2, "B1 Zoning District Sign Standards", of this subsection 
establishes the number of permanent signs permitted along with the maximum sign area and height 
for properties in the B1 Zoning District. In addition to the restrictions on maximum sign area for 
each individual sign type, the overall sign area of all signs on the zoning lot shall not exceed two (2) 
square feet of sign area for each one foot (1') of zoning lot frontage. (Ord. 2999, 9-6-2018) 
 
  

Commented [KS27]: The change eliminate the common 
practice of illumination the entire face of the canopy on 
all sides, and there reduce glare and unnecessary light 
pollution. 
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TABLE 2 
B1 ZONING DISTRICT SIGN STANDARDS 
  

Sign Type 
Maximum 
Number 

Maximum Area Maximum Height 

Total combined sign area shall not exceed 2 sq. ft. per linear foot of zoning lot frontage 
B1-C Subdistrict: 

Wall Sign2 

No limit on 
number 

1 sq. ft. per linear foot of lot frontage 
(or business frontage for multi-tenant 
buildings) with a minimum of 25 sq. 
ft. and maximum of 100 sq. ft. 

Top of building 
minimum 9' clearance 
Cornice line or second floor 
window line, whichever is 
lower 

Window sign 
25% of window area 
15% of window area for neon signs 

No height limit limit to first 
floor only 

Awning sign 
30% of surface area of any side or 
valance 

Minimum 8' clearance 

Canopy sign 
1 sq. ft. per linear foot of canopy 
frontage 

Minimum 8' clearance 

Projecting sign 
1 per zoning 
lotbusiness 
establishment 

6 sq. ft. 

Top of building or below 
second floor window sills. 
Minimum 10' clearance 
above sidewalk 

Monument sign3 1 ground sign per 
zoning lot 

32 sq. ft. 6' 

Pole sign3 40 sq. ft. 20' 

B1-TC Subdistrict: 

Wall sign2 

No limit on 
number 

1 sq. ft. per linear foot of lot frontage 
(or business frontage for multi-tenant 
buildings) with a minimum of 25 sq. 
ft. and maximum of 100 sq. ft. 

Top of building 
minimum 9' clearance 

Window sign4 25% of window area 
No height limitlimit to first 
floor only  

Awning sign 
30% of surface area of any side or 
valance 

Minimum 8' clearance 

Commented [KS28]: The height of wall signs on multi-
story buildings should be limited.  Proposed change is the 
same as applied in the downtown. 

Commented [KS29]: Almost the entire Harlem Ave. 
corridor is a pedestrian-oriented district.  Pole sign are 
only appropriate for non-pedestrian, car-oriented areas, 
such as occurs in shopping centers in N Riverside.  
Consider eliminating this type of sign, or only allow it 
when the placement of a monument sign is not possible. 
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Canopy sign 
1 sq. ft. per linear foot of canopy 
frontage 

Minimum 8' clearance 

Projecting sign 1 per zoning lot 6 sq. ft. 
Top of building or below 
second floor window sills. 
Minimum 10' clearance 

Monument/pole 
sign3 

1 ground sign per 
zoning lot 

24 sq. ft. 6' 

  
Notes: 
   1.   Additional standards for the signs listed herein are located in this section. 
   2.   Wall signs: For a corner lot, the size of a wall sign on each side of the building shall be limited 
by the lot frontage of the property line the sign faces. In no case shall the 2 frontages be combined 
to create a larger sign on a wall than is permitted on each individual wall. 
   3.   Ground signs must be set back a minimum of 18 inches from the property line. 
   4.   Neon window signs are not permitted in the B1-TC Subdistrict. 
(Ord. 2967, 9-21-2017) 
 
   (B)   Wall Signs: 
      1.   For sign area and height restrictions, see table 2, "B1 Zoning District Sign Standards", of this 
section. 
      2.   All wall signs shall be oriented to face a public street, off street parking area or public alley by 
being mounted on the building facade generally parallel to the street, off street parking area or 
public alley. Where a property is located on a corner lot, signs may be provided on walls facing both 
streets. Where a property is located adjacent to a railroad right-of-way, wall signs may be provided 
on the wall facing the railroad right- of-way consistent with the requirements of table 2 of this 
section. 
      3.   Wall signs shall be safely and securely attached to the building wall. Wall signs shall be 
affixed flat against the building wall and shall not project more than twelve inches (12") from the 
building wall. The bottom of the wall sign shall be a minimum of nine feet (9') above grade. 
      4.   Wall signs may not be painted onto a wall surface. 
      5.   On existing buildings, a parapet wall shall not be constructed for the sole purpose of 
increasing the allowable height of a wall sign. For new buildings, when a sign is to be mounted on a 
parapet wall, the parapet wall shall be consistent with the architectural design of the building, 
including building materials. 
      6.   Wall signs should be located on the sign frieze, or the portion of the building immediately 
above the first floor window and below the second floor window sills in the case of a two- story 
building. 
      7.   Gooseneck reflectors are permitted on wall signs, provided the reflectors shall concentrate 
the illumination upon the area of the sign face only. 
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      8.   Within a multi-tenant strip commercial development, all wall signs shall be located at a 
generally uniform height on the building wall. (Ord. 2999, 9-6-2018) 
 
   (C)   Ground Signs: 
      1.   There shall be only one monument ground sign per zoning lot, either monument or pole 
ground sign. 
      2.   All pole and monument signs shall be set back from the property line a minimum of eighteen 
inches (18"). No part of any pole or monument sign may extend beyond the property line. 
      3.   For sign area and height restrictions, see table 2, "B1 Zoning District Sign Standards", of this 
section. 
 
   (D)   Projecting Signs: Projecting signs shall be permitted subject to the following: 
      1.   For sign area and height restrictions see table 2, "B1 Zoning District Sign Standards", and 
figure 7, "Projecting Sign", of this section. 
      2.   Projecting signs shall not project more than four feet (4') from the face of the building to 
which they are attached, measuring from the point on the sign nearest the wall. 
      3.   Projecting signs shall be permitted to encroach two feet (2') into the public right-of-way. The 
bottom of any projecting sign shall be at least ten feet (10') above the sidewalk or thoroughfare. 
Projecting signs should be located on that portion of the building immediately above the first- floor 
windows and below the second floor window sills in the case of a two-story building. 
      4.   No projecting sign affixed to a building shall project higher than the building height, including 
sign support structure. 
      5.   Projecting signs, including frames, braces, and supports shall be designed by a structural 
engineer or manufacturer. No projecting sign shall be secured with wire, strips of wood or nails nor 
shall any projecting sign be hung or secured to any other sign. Any movable part of a projecting sign 
such as the cover of a service opening shall be securely fastened by chains or hinges. Projecting 
signs shall neither be attached to, nor supported by, frame buildings nor the wooden framework of 
a building. 
      6.   No floodlight, spotlight or reflectors of the gooseneck type shall be permitted on projecting 
signs. No projecting sign with internal illumination of any kind shall be permitted in the B1-TC 
subdistrict. 
 
  

Commented [KS30]: This change removes the conflict 
with D.2 above which allows projecting signs to be 4 feet 
from the building.  Limiting projecting signs to encroach 
only 2 ft. into the public right-of-way would likely 
eliminate most projecting signs, as seems not consistent 
with these types of signs that are already allowed in the 
downtown. 
 

 

Commented [KS31]: This change allows for more 
flexibility in the use of signs along Harlem Avenue, and to 
improve visibility along this major arterial road.  
Examples of desirable signs could include: 
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FIGURE 7 
PROJECTING SIGN 

 
   (E)   Window Signs: 
      1.   The total area of all temporary and permanent window signs shall not occupy more than fifty 
percent (50%) of the total window area. Window area is counted as a continuous surface until 
divided by an architectural or structural element. Mullions are not considered an element that 
divides window area. (See figure 8, "Window Signs", of this section.) 
      2.   For sign area and height restrictions, see table 2, "B1 Zoning District Sign Standards", and 
figure 8, "Window Signs", of this section. 
      3.   Neon window lighting shall be considered a permanent window sign and shall be included in 
the total window sign area. Neon window signs shall be measured by the height and width of the 
sign. 
      4.   Neon window signs are not permitted in the B1-TC Subdistrict. 
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FIGURE 8 
WINDOW SIGNS 

 
(Ord. 2874, 4-16-2015) 
 
   (F)   Awnings: 
      1.   Awnings that are considered an architectural feature of a building and are not used for 
advertising are not considered a sign. 
      2.   All awnings shall be constructed in accordance with section 4-1-12 of this title. (See figure 9, 
"Awnings", of this section.) Awnings shall not project more than six feet (6') from the face of the 
building to which they are attached, measuring from the point on the sign nearest the wall. 
      3.   For awning sign area and height restrictions, see table 2, "B1 Zoning District Sign Standards", 
and figure 9, "Awnings", of this section. 
      4.   All awnings shall comply with the following design standards: 
         (a)   Awnings shall be constructed out of canvas or canvas like material. Backlit and metal 
awnings are prohibited. 
         (b)   Awnings shall be compatible in material and construction to the style and character of the 
building. The color shall be compatible with the overall color scheme of the facade. 

Commented [KS32]: Graphic is illegible and should be 
replaced. 
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         (c)   Awnings shall be tailored to the opening of the building and positioned so that distinctive 
architectural features remain visible. When feasible, awnings shall be generally aligned with others 
nearby in order to maintain a sense of visual continuity. 
         (d)   Awnings shall be securely attached to and supported by a building. All frames and 
supports shall be made of metal or other similar rigid material. 
 
FIGURE 9 
AWNINGS 

 
   (G)   Canopies: 
      1.   Canopies that are considered an architectural feature of a building and are not used for 
advertising are not considered a sign. 
      2.   All canopies shall be constructed in accordance with section 4-1-12 of this title. 
      3.   Canopy signage shall be affixed or adhered to the vertical fascia of the canopy. Backlit canopy 
signs and neon signs are prohibited. 
      4.   No canopy sign, including temporary canopy signs, shall be suspended from or placed upon 
the roof of any canopy, nor shall they extend vertically or horizontally beyond the limits of the 
canopy. 

Free-standing canopies, typically associated with gas stations, shall not extend or encroach 
into the public right-of-way. 
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      5.   For sign area and height requirements, see table 2, "B1 Zoning District Sign Standards", of 
this section. (Ord. 2967, 9-21-2017) 
 
4-3-15: ELECTRONIC READER BOARD SIGNS: 
Reader board signs with electronically displayed messages shall be permitted on property used for 
nonresidential purposes in all zoning districts other than B1, subject to conformance with the 
following regulations and conformance with all other applicable requirements of this chapter and 
Code: 
   (A)   Location: Electronic reader board signs shall: 
      1.   Only be located on lots fronting onto "major arterial roads", which are defined, for purposes 
of this section, as the following State or County designated highways: Harlem Avenue, Ogden 
Avenue and First Avenue. Each major arterial road must, in addition, have at least two (2) lanes of 
travel for traffic in each direction at the location where the sign is requested; 
      2.   Not be located on the same side of a major arterial road less than five hundred feet (500') 
from an existing electronic reader board sign; 
      3.   Only be located on a zoning lot containing at least three hundred feet (300') of property 
running adjacent to a "major arterial road", as defined above, and may only be located on the 
portion of the lot adjacent to the major arterial road; and 
      4.   Not be located within one hundred eighty feet (180') of a residence, as measured from the 
base of the reader board sign face to the nearest portion of the residence. 
   (B)   Display Characteristics: Electronic reader board signs shall: 
      1.   Display only references to the business or activities conducted on the premises on which the 
sign is located. Congratulatory messages relative to the business or activities conducted on the 
premises, civic announcements such as Amber Alerts, and the time and date and/or temperature 
are also allowed. No off site advertising content is allowed; 
      2.   Operate only between six o'clock (6:00) A.M. and ten o'clock (10:00) P.M. each day; and 
      3.   Not display any flashing, blinking, undulating, revolving, fluttering or delayed action, in 
conformance with subsection 4-3-5(A)5 of this chapter. Nor may such a sign display any video or 
graphic animation, scrolling text, illumination representing movement, fades and dissolves between 
displayed messages, or the use of any chasing, scintillating or high intensity lighting and 
background illumination. 
   (C)   Construction: Electronic reader board signs shall: 
      1.   Be properly maintained, and all bulbs, pixels and the like shall be in working, properly 
illuminating condition at all times. In the event the owner of the premises is notified by the village 
of the need for specific maintenance and/or repair activities, the owner shall perform such 
maintenance or repair within three (3) business days of notification; 
      2.   Be attached to and subordinate to a permitted wall or ground sign; and 
      3.   Make up no more than sixty percent (60%) of the total square footage of the sign of which it 
is attached to and subordinate to. (Ord. 2874, 4-16-2015) 
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4-3-16: VARIATIONS: 
It is recognized that the regulations provided in this chapter cannot, in each and every case, 
sensitively handle all of the sign situations that may arise within the unique range of properties 
found in the village. Therefore, sign variations may be requested pursuant to the following 
procedures and requirements: 
   (A)   Application: An applicant for a sign variation shall file a written request with the village 
manager on a form provided by the village, which shall include, in addition to the sign permit 
application and other information required by section 4-3-6 of this chapter: 
      1.   Name and address of the applicant; 
      2.   Location of the property for which the sign variation is sought; 
      3.   Specific sections of this chapter for which a variation from the strict application of the same 
is being sought; 
      4.   Full and detailed explanation of the grounds for the variation request; 
      5.   Plans, along with site plans, elevations, and materials, as appropriate, depicting the proposed 
sign or signs, drawn to scale, with dimensions shown; 
      6.   Legal description of the property on which the proposed sign shall be located; 
      7.   Disclosure of beneficiaries and/or, if the applicant is a trust, then a trust disclosure; and 
      8.   Any other pertinent information that the village may require. 
   (B)   Filing Fee: A uniform filing fee of two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) shall be paid to the 
village upon the filing of each application for sign variation for the purpose of defraying expenses 
related to processing and consideration of the request. 
   (C)   Review And Transmittal: Upon receipt of a completed application, the village manager shall 
transmit copies of the application to the planning and zoning commission for review and 
consideration. 
   (D)   Notice: Notice of consideration by the planning and zoning commission of the sign variation 
request shall be given at least seven (7) days prior to the meeting at which the planning and zoning 
commission will consider the variation request by first class mail or hand delivery to the applicant, 
adjacent property owners, and any other persons the building department or planning and zoning 
commission determines may be directly affected by the proposed variation. For purposes of this 
section, "adjacent property owners" are owners of property that touch the parcel which is the 
subject of the sign variation application, or would touch the parcel if there were no streets or alleys. 
The notice shall contain the date, time and place of the meeting at which the proposed variation 
shall be considered, the street address or common description of the property involved and a brief 
statement of the sign variation sought. 
   (E)   Consideration: The application shall be considered by the planning and zoning commission at 
a public meeting within sixty (60) days after the completed application has been filed. At the time of 
consideration, the applicant and all those interested persons in attendance shall be afforded an 
opportunity, the length and conditions of which shall be prescribed by the planning and zoning 
commission, to speak on the variation. 
 
   (F)   Standards And Limitations: 
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      1.   The planning and zoning commission may recommend the granting of a variation from the 
provisions of this chapter only when all of the following standards are met: 
         (a)   The literal interpretation and strict application of the provisions and requirements of this 
chapter would result in practical difficulties or particular hardships to the sign owner because of 
unique circumstances or unusual conditions pertaining to the construction, alteration, 
maintenance, repair or remodeling of a specific sign, or pertaining to the building or parcel or 
property in question. Unique circumstances or unusual conditions include, but are not limited to, 
circumstances and conditions relating to building or sign design, the history of the signage at the 
property and/or the size, shape, topography, or location of the property; 
         (b)   The proposed variation will not impair visibility to adjacent properties, create dangerous 
traffic situations through line of sight problems or otherwise, or otherwise be materially 
detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to other nearby property or improvements; 
         (c)   The proposed variation will maintain and/or enhance the historic (if applicable) and 
architectural character of a site or building; 
         (d)   The proposed variation will not alter the essential character of the neighborhood and will 
result in a sign that is harmonious with the character of the applicable zoning district; 
         (e)   The unique circumstances or unusual conditions applying to the specific property and sign 
do not apply generally to other properties and signs in the village; 
         (f)   The purpose of the proposed variation is not based exclusively upon a desire to achieve a 
higher profit from the property; and 
         (g)   The granting of the proposed variation will not be contrary to the general purposes of this 
chapter, as set forth in section 4-3-1 of this chapter, or the criteria for signs in the village, as set 
forth in section 4-3-2 of this chapter. 
      2.   Notwithstanding the existence of the sign variation procedure set forth in this section, no 
relief shall be available in the form of a sign variation from the provisions regarding illumination of 
signs in the B2 central business district. 
 
   (G)   Findings And Recommendations: 
      1.   Following consideration of an application for a sign variation, the planning and zoning 
commission shall submit its written findings of fact and recommendation to the board of trustees. 
All findings and recommendations of the planning and zoning commission shall be advisory and all 
final decisions for variations to this chapter shall rest with the board of trustees. 
      2.   The planning and zoning commission may, in its recommendation to the board of trustees on 
the proposed variation, impose and attach such conditions and restrictions upon the subject sign 
and property benefited thereby as may be necessary or appropriate to comply with the standards 
set forth herein, to carry out the spirit and purpose of this chapter, to protect adjacent property and 
property values, and to ensure traffic and public safety. Conditions may include, but are not limited 
to, conditions relating to the design, style, size, color and materials of the sign, its location on the 
property, and its construction and use. The board of trustees shall not be bound by any 
recommended conditions or by the absence thereof if the village board determines that imposition 
of conditions is appropriate. 
      3.   The planning and zoning commission, may, in at its discretion, require that the applicant seek 
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review before the preservation commission for signs on properties with historically significant 
structures. 
 
   (H)   Board Of Trustees Decision: After recommendation by the planning and zoning commission, 
the board of trustees shall, by ordinance, approve the variation, approve the variation with 
modification, deny the variation, or refer the proposed variation back to the planning and zoning 
commission for further consideration. 
 
   (I)   Effective Period Of Variation: 
      1.   No sign variation shall be valid for a period longer than one year from the approval date of 
the ordinance granting the variation unless a permit for the erection or alteration of the sign is 
obtained within such period and the erection or alteration of the sign is started within such period 
and proceeds to completion in accordance with the terms of such permit. 
      2.   Where it appears a sign for which a variation has been granted will not be completed within 
one year from the approval date of the ordinance granting the variation, and conditions have not 
substantially changed since the date on which the variation was authorized, the owner of a 
property for which a variation has been authorized may, within six (6) months prior to expiration 
of said variation, request the board of trustees to extend the effective period of said variation for no 
more than one additional period of up to one year without reapplication to the planning and zoning 
commission. 
      3.   Where the specific business or business use associated with the variation terminates or 
changes after approval, such termination or change of use shall operate as a termination of the 
variation and the sign thereafter shall conform to the provisions and requirements of this chapter. 
A transfer of the business or interest in the business without a change in the business name or use 
shall not cause a termination to occur. 
      4.   A sign variation shall terminate if a sign for which a variation has been granted is destroyed 
or damaged by fire, collapse, explosion or other casualty or act of God to the extent that the cost of 
restoration to the condition in which it was before the occurrence shall exceed fifty percent (50%) 
of the replacement cost of the sign at the time of destruction or damage. 
      5.   In the event such damage or destruction is less than fifty percent (50%) of the replacement 
cost of the sign, the variation shall be valid only if such restoration is started within six (6) months 
from the date of partial destruction and restoration proceeds and does not cease for a period in 
excess of sixty (60) days and completion is accomplished within one year from the date of partial 
destruction. Where a sign subject to a variation is restored pursuant to this subsection, it must be 
restored in full conformance with the previously approved variation and any conditions previously 
imposed on the variation. 
      6.   Any alteration or additional nonconforming change sought to or beyond an originally 
approved variation shall require the applicant to return to the planning and zoning commission 
with a new application specific to the alteration or additional variation sought. 
 
   (J)   Effect Of Variation: All actions of the board of trustees taken under this section shall be 
construed as administrative actions for the purpose of ensuring that inequities in specific situations 
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may be avoided by granting a variation and shall not be construed as amendments to the provisions 
of this chapter unless otherwise provided by the board of trustees. (Ord. 2874, 4-16-2015) 
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